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sometimes of the nobility ' to be ' bred ' to trade ' without
prejudice to their gentility '1. The drift of younger sons
from the country into the towns is shown in the enrolment
of apprentices in Newcastle : in the case of the Merchant
Adventurers 30 per cent, of the apprentices enrolled in the
seventeenth century, and in the case of the Hostmen 40 per
cent., were drawn from Durham and the rest came for the
most part from other counties 2. The profession of a mer-
chant usually involved a compulsory period of training as an
apprentice, in which capacity he might acquire " the excel-
lent qualities which are required in a perfect merchant " *.
Unless he enjoyed a right of patrimony he was required to
pay a heavy premium. Among the Merchant Adventurers
it amounted to two or three hundred pounds 4, and merchants
of reputation demanded more. " I placed my nephew at a
school to learn merchants' accounts ", runs a letter (1683),
" but do not think he profits as much as he did here. . , .
I hope to place him with Sir Dudley North of whom I hear
great commendations, but he expects six hundred pounds,
. . . having so many offers ". North was a ' Turkey mer-
chant ', but a Spanish merchant who was approached
" asked no more than four hundred pounds " 5. Both the
number of apprentices and the term of servitude were strictly
regulated 6. Part of the training, analogous to the * wander-
ings ' of continental journeymen, consisted in a period of
residence abroad—" There ", wrote Wheeler, " to learn good
fashions, and to gain experience and knowledge in trade and
the manners of strange nations, thereby the better to know
the world betimes " 7. The apprentice who went oversea in
1 Petty, Economic Writings, i. 312 ; The Present Interest of England
Stated. By a Lover of his Country (1671), 2 ; Chamberlayne, Anglies
Notitia (ed. 1700), 298. See infra, Appendix, p. 495, No. i.
*	Newcastle Merchant Adventurers, ii. p. xxiv, ;  Records of the Hostmen,
p. liv.
8 Mun, England's Treasure by Forraign Trade (1664), 3-4.
4	A I>iscourse consisting of Motives for the Enlargement and Freedom of
Trade (1645), 27; Hist, MSS. Comm. Le Fleming, 204 (1687).
5	Hist. MSS. Comm. Various, ii. 172, 175.    " The Turkey merchants
take sometimes 5, 6 or 800 1. with a gentleman's son " :   House of Lords
MSS. 1695—1697, p. 43.    Even ^1000 was paid;  infra, p. 341.    See also
infra, Appendix, p. 495, No. 2.
*	Infra, p. 218.
7 Wheeler, A Treatise of Commerce (1601), 24.    In J. B. The Merchants
Avizo (1607) advice is given to a merchant's servant when sent abroad.

